Enterocytozoon bieneusi is a common intestinal pathogen and a major cause of 25 diarrhea and enteric diseases in a variety of animals. While the E. bieneusi genotype 26 has become better-known, there are few reports on its prevalence in the Tibetan pig. 27 This study investigated the prevalence, genetic diversity, and zoonotic potential of E. 28 bieneusi in the Tibetan pig in southwestern China. Tibetan pig feces (266 samples) 29 were collected from three sites in the southwest of China. Feces were subjected to 30 PCR amplification of the internal transcribed spacer (ITS) region. E. bieneusi was 31 detected in 83 (31.2%) of Tibetan pigs from the three different sites, with 25.4% in 32 Kangding, 56% in Yaan and 26.7% in Qionglai. Age group demonstrated the 33 prevalence of E. bieneusi range from 24.4%( aged 0 to 1 years) to 44.4%( aged 1 to 2 34 years). Four genotypes of E. bieneusi were identified: two known genotypes EbpC 35 (n=58), Henan-IV (n=24) and two novel genotypes, SCT01 and SCT02 (one of each).
Introduction
Of the 266 Tibetan pigs sampled 83 (31.3%) were PCR-positive for E. bieneusi. 134 The epidemiology and genotypes of E. bieneusi in different areas are given in Table 2 . 135 Infection rates detected in Tibetan pigs were 25.4%, 56% and 26.6% in Kang ding, Ya 136 an and Qiong lai, respectively. Infection rates by age and gender are given in Table 1 . 137 Differences between the three areas were significant (χ2=17.648, df =2, p<0.01). In 138 addition, the female Tibetan pig groups (17.7%, 47/266,) had a higher E. bieneusi 139 prevalence than the male groups (13.5%, 36/266,) . The difference in infection rate 140 was also significant (χ2=8.906, df =1,P=0.003); however, in the present study, high 141 infection rates were observed in 1-2 year-old pigs (41.51%, 22/53) and 0-1 year-olds 142 (33.33%, 61/183); however, these rates were not significantly different (χ2 = 1.240, df 143 =1, P>0.05). (Table 3) . [12]
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